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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SEATON 

VALLEY. 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


6,  Portland  Terrace, 

Jesmond, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

1st  July,  1938. 

To  the  Seaton  Valley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  health  conditions  in 
the  district  during  the  year  1937. 

The  report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Circular  1650 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  material  is  presented  under 
six  main  heads,  A  to  F — of  these  sections,  C,  D  and  E  are  dealt 
with  in  detail  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  whose  report  is 
printed  with  this. 

The  comparative  figures  for  1936  are  given  in  brackets  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  report  will  be  found  some  notes  on  the  sta¬ 
tistics  for  the  year  and  the  activities  of  the  Health  Department. 
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Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area. 

Area — 12,459  acres. 


Population. 

Population — The  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  for 
mid.  1937  is  27,700  (28,210). 

The  exact  number  of  residents  from  each  of  the  former  dis¬ 
tricts  is  not  known,  but  the  figures  are  roughly  : — 


Cramlington 
Earsdon 
Seaton  Delaval 
Seghill 


7,950  persons. 
11,900  persons. 
5,150  persons. 
2,700  persons. 


27,700  persons. 


Inhabited  Houses. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  on  April  1st,  1937  was  7,388. 

Rateable  Value. 

The  rateable  value  was  £99,405  and  the  produce  of  Id.  rate 
was  £370. 


Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  industry  of  the  area  is  mining — the  pits  are  scattered 
all  over  the  district  and  are  owned  and  managed  by  three  large 
Coal  Companies  ;  in  addition  there  are  farmers,  farm  servants, 
shop  assistants,  labourers,  etc. 

Insured  Persons. 

It  was  estimated  by  the  Officers  in  Charge  of  the  Employment 
Offices  at  Shiremoor  and  Seaton  Delaval,  that  the  number  of 
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Insured  Persons  in  the  district  in  July  1937  was  9,804  including 
9,360  men  and  youths  and  444  women  and  girls. 

The  number  of  unemployed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
1,241  (1,162  males  and  79  females),  but  during  the  12  months  the 
situation  improved  slightly  the  number  of  unemployed  on  Dec¬ 
ember  31st,  1937  being  1,148  ;  the  improvement  was  only  as 
regards  male  workers  as  the  number  of  unemployed  females 
showed  an  increase  of  43. 


Births. 


351  (394)  births  (171  males  and  180  females)  were  registered 
in  the  district. 


Parish. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate 

Totals. 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Earsdon  . 

70 

63 

133 

Cramlington 

47 

57 

1 

1 

106 

Seaton  Delaval  ... 

35 

31 

— 

2 

68 

Seghjll 

17 

26 

1 

— 

44 

Urban  District  ... 

169 

177 

2 

3 

351 

In  addition,  55  (62)  births  (23  males  and  32  females)  were 
registered  in  other  districts — of  these  1  male  and  6  females  were 
illegitimate. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  thus  406  (456)  and  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  birth  rate  of  14-66  (16T6)  per  annum  ;  the  corresponding 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1937  was  14-9  (14*8)  per 
1,000  population. 

12  (18)  births  or  34  per  cent,  were  illegitimate. 

Still  Births. 

23  (24)  still  births  were  registered  (10  male — 13  female)  ;  of 
these,  1  female  was  illegitimate. 
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The  rate  per  thousand  births,  live  and  still,  was  56  (50)  and  per 
1,000  population  was  *83 — the  latter  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  *60. 


Deaths. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  was  325  (331); 
death  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Male. 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  173 


1. 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

2. 

Measles  ... 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  .^. 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria 

1 

6. 

Influenza 

1 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

8. 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

8 

10. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

3 

11. 

Syphilis 

— 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 

Tabes  Dorsalis 

— 

13. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

23 

14. 

Diabetes 

2 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

8 

16. 

Heart  Disease  ... 

49 

17. 

Aneurysm 

1 

18. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

13 

19. 

Bronchitis 

7 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

— 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis 

— 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc.  ... 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

5 

28. 

Acute  &  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Malformations,  etc. 

11 

32. 

Senility  ... 

6 

the  causes  of 


Female. 

152 


1 

3 

6 

1 


7 


16 

7 

14 

36 

9 

3 

11 


1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

3 

9 


7 


Male. 

Female. 

33. 

Suicide  ... 

4 

•  •  •  JL  •  •  • 

2 

34. 

Other  Violence 

•  •  •  KJ  •  •  • 

1 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases 

•  •  •  11  •  •  « 

7 

36. 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  2 

1 

Special  Causes  (Included  in  No.  3; 

5  above) 

Smallpox 

•  •  •  "  •  •  • 

— 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

•  •  •  ""  •  •  • 

— 

Polio-encephalitis 

•  •  «  — — —  *  •  • 

— 

83  or 

approximately  25  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  included  in  the 

table  are  those  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  district — the 
proportion  appears  high  but  the  reason  is  that  there  are  no 
hospitals  actually  situated  in  the  district. 

Thus,  of  the  total,  28  deaths  occurred  in  the  Royal  Victoria 
Infirmary,  Newcastle,  32  in  Preston  Hospital,  5  in  The  County 
Mental  Hospital,  2  in  Scaffold  Hill  Hospital,  1  in  The  Fleming 
Memorial  Hospital,  3  in  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital, 
2  in  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  2  in  the  City  Hospital  for 
Infectious  diseases  and  1  in  Wooley  Sanatorium. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  cir¬ 
culatory  system  108  (95)— cancer  39  (39)  and  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system,  including  pneumonia  28  (26). 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  by  suicide 
but  a  welcome  feature  was  the  decrease  in  the  deaths  from  “  other 
forms  of  violence  ”  i.e.,  accidents  from  20  to  6. 

The  deaths  were  apportioned  as  follows  : — 


Parish. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Earsdon . 

69 

53 

122 

Cramlington 

54 

44 

•  •  •  i  i  ••• 

98 

Seaton  Delaval 

39 

...  36 

75 

Seghill  . 

13 

17 

30 

Urban  District  ... 

175 

150 

325 

325  deaths  are  equivalent  to  a  crude  death  rate  of  11  73  per 
thousand  which  is  identically  the  same  figure  as  for  the  previous 
year.  As  the  constitution  of  the  population  differs  very  materially 
as  regards  the  age  of  the  individuals,  from  that  of  England  and 
Wales,  it  is  necessary  to  multiply  it  by  1T3,  the  factor  supplied 
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by  the  Registrar  General,  to  make  it  comparable  with  the  rate 
for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  resultant  figure  is  1 3’46  (13  46)  while  the  death  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  12- 4  (12*1)  per  1,000. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

1  (3)  death  was  recorded — there  were  no  deaths  from  Puer¬ 
peral  Sepsis.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  246  per  1,000  live 
births  and  2*33  (6*58)  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  ;  the 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total  births  was  3T1 
(3-81). 


Infant  Mortality. 

21  (36)  infants  (13  male  and  8  female)  died  before  reaching 
the  age  of  12  months  ;  two  males  were  illegitimate. 

The  respective  areas  in  which  the  deceased  resided  are  given 
in  the  following  table  : — 

Parish.  Males.  Females.  Totals. 


Earsdon .  5 

Cramlington  ...  2 

Seaton  Delaval  3 

Seghill  .  3 


2 

3 

2 

1 


7 

5 

5 

4 


Urban  District  ...  13  ...  8  ...  21 


The  certified  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Males. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Premature 

Females. 

Total. 

Birth 

8 

4 

12 

Broncho  pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

2  ... 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

. . .  — 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

. . .  — 

1 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

1  ... 

3 

G  astro-enteritis 

1 

. . .  — 

1 

13  ...  8  ...  21 
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The  death  rates  were  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  51 ’7  (78*7). 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  48*2 
(79-9.) 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
166-6  (55  5). 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  live  births  was  58 
(59). 


Deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  etc. 

4  (1)  deaths  were  ascribed  to  Whooping  Cough  but  none  to 
Measles  or  Diarrhoea  in  children  under  2  years  of  age  ;  in  1936, 
5  children  died  of  Measles  and  9  of  Diarrhoea. 


Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Doctors  practising  in  the  district  can  send,  free  of  charge, 
throat  swabs,  specimens  of  blood,  cerebro-spinalfluid,  urine,  sputum 
and  other  discharges,  for  bacteriological  and  serological  investi¬ 
gation,  to  the  County  Laboratory  situated  in  High  Street,  Newburn. 
This  Laboratory  provides  every  facility  for  the  complete  examina¬ 
tion  of  milk,  water,  etc.,  as  well  as  pathological  specimens. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Motor  ambulances  are  owned  by  the  Hartley  Main  Collieries 
Ltd.,  the  Backworth  Collieries  Ltd.,  the  Seghill  Colliery  Ltd.,  the 
Backworth  Miners’  Welfare  Association  and  the  Earsdon  Joint 
Hospital  Board  ;  in  addition  there  are  several  privately  owned 
vehicles  available. 

The  ambulances  provided  by  the  Hartley  Main  Collieries 
Ltd.  and  the  Backworth  Collieries  Ltd.,  are  only  available  for 
miners  injured  or  taken  ill  at  work,  but  the  Seghill  Colliery 
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Ambulance,  while  primarily  for  the  workmen,  can  be  secured 
for  the  miners’  dependants  (free)  and  also  for  other  persons  resi¬ 
dent  within  the  area  of  the  former  Seghill  Urban  District  (at  a 
fee). 

The  Backworth  Welfare  Ambulance  is  available  for  sub¬ 
scribers  and  their  dependants  in  case  of  accident  or  illness  ; 
while  subscribers  have  the  first  claim,  the  ambulance  is  also 
available  for  the  general  public  on  payment  of  a  fee. 

The  Earsdon  Joint  Hospital  Board  maintains  2  motor  am¬ 
bulances  and  these  are  reserved  for  the  transport  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  and  their  bedding  and  clothing. 

While  the  Ambulance  provision  can  be  regarded  as  sufficient 
for  the  normal  requirements  of  the  area,  further  facilities  will 
be  required  in  any  official  scheme  for  protection  against  Air 
Baids. 

The  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  does  not  own  any  Am¬ 
bulances,  but  two  divisions  are  located  in  the  district,  one  at 
Cramlington  and  one  at  Shiremoor. 

In  each  division  there  is  a  number  of  trained  men  who  could 
afford  valuable  aid  in  case  of  emergency. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  7  District  Nursing  Associations  in  the  area  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  Avenue  Head  : 

Sec.,  Mrs.  Kneebone,  1,  Hayward  Avenue,  Seaton  Delaval. 

(2)  Backworth  &  Earsdon  : 

Sec.,  Mr.  Patterson,  22,  North  View,  Shiremoor,  Backworth. 

(3)  Cramlington,  East  Cramlington  and  Shankhouse  : 

Sec.,  Mr.  W.  Chapman,  4,  Office  Row,  Hartford,  Cramlington. 

(4)  Holywell  and  Bates’  Cottages  : 

Sec.,  Mr.  H.  Wake,  18,  Double  Row,  Bates’  Cottages, 
Seaton  Delaval. 

(5)  New  Hartley  : 

Sec.,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Lambert,  17,  Double  Row,  New  Hartley. 

(6)  Seghill  : 

Sec.,  Mr.  E.  Richardson,  37,  The  Crescent,  Seghill. 
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(7)  Seaton  Delaval  : 

Sec.,  Mrs.  Dixon,  Masonic  House,  Seaton  Delaval. 

All  the  nurses  hold  the  C.M.B.  certificate  but  they  undertake 
the  nursing  of  medical  and  surgical  as  well  as  maternity  cases. 

All  the  District  Nursing  Associations  are  affiliated  to  the 
Northumberland  County  Nursing  Association,  a  voluntary  body 
which  is  subsidised  by  the  County  Council  and  the  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Committee. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  following  are  provided  by  the  County  Council : — 

1.  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  with  arrange¬ 

ments  for  dental  treatment,  operative  treatment  for  ton¬ 
sils  and  adenoids,  orthopaedic  treatment  and  treatment 
of  minor  ailments. 

2.  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — The  most  convenient  for 

the  residents  of  the  district  are  those  at  The  Old  School, 
Vine  Street,  Wallsend,  open  on  Mondays  at  9* 30  a.m.  for 
new  pati  nts  and  11’30  a.m.  for  old  patients,  and  71, 
Bondicar  Terrace,  Blyth,  open  on  Tuesdays  at  9‘30  a.m. 
for  new  patients  and  11  a.m.  for  old  patients. 

Suspects  and  contacts  as  well  as  definite  cases  are 
examined  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  complete 
diagnosis  in  order  that  appropriate  treatment  can  be  re¬ 
commended  ;  old  cases  are  kept  under  supervision  and 
examined  periodically. 

3.  Ante-Natal  Clinics  of  which  2  are  situated  in  the  district, 

namely — 26,  Hawthorn  Villas,  Cramlington  (alternate 
Wednesdays,  2  p.m. — 4  p.m.)  and  Salvation  Army  Hall, 
Shiremoor,  2nd  Wednesday  in  each  month  (2  p.m. — 4  p.m.) 

4.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  of  which  there 

are  five  in  the  district  as  follows  : — 

Backworth  (Miners  Institute)  Wednesday  2 — 4  p.m. 
Cramlington  Village  (26,  Hawthorn  Villas)  Wednesday, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Earsdon  (Salvation  Army  Hall,  Shiremoor)  Wednesday, 

2 — 4  p.m. 
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Seaton  Delaval  (Mining  Offices)  Wednesday,  2 — 4  p.m. 
Seghill  (Welfare  Hut)  Monday,  2 — 4  p.m. 

5.  Facilities  for  the  Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases, 
under  conditions  of  secrecy,  at  Clinics  at  the  Preston  Hos¬ 
pital  North  Shields  and  in  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Cases 
were  formerly  treated  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  but 
from  August  30th,  1937  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  was 
transferred  to  a  new  Clinic  maintained  by  a  J oint  Committee 
of  the  County  Councils  of  Durham  and  Northumberland  and 
the  County  Borough  Councils  of  Gateshead  and  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne  in  the  grounds  of  the  Newcastle  General  Hos¬ 
pital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  4. 

The  hours  for  treatment  (Male  and  Female)  are  : — 

Monday  to  Saturday  ....  ....  7.30  a.m. — 7.30  p.m. 

Sunday  ....  ....  ....  ....  10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

The  Medical  Officers  hours  (Male  and  Female  Patients)  are  : — 

Monday  to  Friday  ....  ....  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

3  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

Saturday  y...  ....  ....  10  a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

4.30  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

In  all  necessitous  cases  patients’  travelling  expenses  will  be 
paid. 

Hospitals. 

The  principal  voluntary  hospital  for  general  and  medical 
surgical  cases  is  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  (with  745  beds) 
in  Newcastle-on-Tyne  ;  in  addition,  cases  are  received  in  the 
Knight  Memorial  Hospital,  Blyth  (30  beds). 

The  Public  Assistance  Committee  has  made  arrangements 
for  the  reception  of  cases  of  all  kinds,  in  Preston  Hospital, 
North  Shields  (438  beds). 

Treatment  for  Children  is  provided  at  the  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  (Fleming  Memorial)  with 
100  beds  and  at  the  Sanderson  Home  for  Cripple  Children,  Gos- 
forth  (134  beds). 

24  cots  are  available  for  Infants  at  the  Babies  Hospital,  West 
Parade,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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Special  Institutions  in  Newcastle  are  : — 

The  Dental  Hospital  (out  patients  only),  The  Eye 
Hospital,  St.  Mary’s  Place,  (32  beds),  The  Throat,  Nose 
and  Ear  Hospital,  Rye  Hill  (35  beds). 

Maternity  Cases  are  treated  in  the  Princess  Mary  Hos¬ 
pital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  (90  beds)  and  its  affiliated  institution 
the  Willington  Quay  Maternity  Hospital  (14  beds)  and  at  the 
Preston  Hospital,  North  Shields. 

Tuberculosis. — Pulmonary  cases  in  adults  are  treated  in 
Wooley  Sanatorium  (180  beds)  and  pulmonary  and  non-pul- 
monary  cases  in  children  below  the  age  of  15  years  are  treated 
in  Stannington  Sanatorium  (308  beds). 

Beds  are  also  available  in  Preston  Hospital  for  the  treatment 
of  pulmonary  and  non -pulmonary  cases  at  all  ages. 

Infectious  Diseases. — 16  beds  are  provided  in  a  temporary 
building  at  Earsdon  Grange  and  72  beds  in  two  permanent  brick 
buildings  and  one  temporary  building  at  Scaffold  Hill,  by  the 
Earsdon  Joint  Hospital  Board ;  special  cases,  e.g.,  Enteric 
Fever,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Polio-myelitis,  may,  on  occasions, 
be  admitted  to  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  at 
Walker  Gate,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Newcastle  Corporation. 

Pneumonia. — Where  the  home  conditions  are  unsatisfactory 
and  the  Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance  is  of  the  opinion  that 
hospital  treatment  is  advisable,  on  application  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  the  patient  may  be  admitted  to  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital. 

From  January  1st,  1938  the  Council  has  made  special  arrange¬ 
ments  for  skilled  nursing,  when  required,  of  cases  treated  at  home 
—application  must  be  made  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
each  instance  for  authorisation. 


Sections  C,  D  and  E. 

These  Sections  deal  with  “Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Area,”  “Housing”  and  “Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food,” 
all  of  which  are  dealt  with  in  detail  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report  which  is  presented  with  this. 
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Section  F. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

125  (270)  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the 
year — details  of  the  cases,  number  admitted  to  Hospital  and 
deaths  are  tabulated  below  : — 
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SCARLET  FEVER. — The  total  number  of  cases  (53)  was 
much  lower  than  in  the  previous  year  (101). 

There  was  a  marked  reduction  in  the  incidence  in  each  area 
except  Seaton  Delaval  as  is  shown  in  the  subjoined  table  : — 

Cramlington  ....  10  cases  (16). 

Earsdon  ....  9  ,,  (40). 

Seaton  Delaval  29  ,,  (26). 

Seghill  ....  5  ,,  (22). 

All  except  one  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  ;  the 
type  of  case  was  generally  mild  although  one  death  occurred. 

DIPHTHERIA. — Here  again  a  very  much  reduced  incidence 
can  be  reported  as  there  were  120  cases  with  8  deaths  in  1936  and 
42  cases  with  only  1  death  in  1937. 

All  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  and  their  distribution 
is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Cramlington  ....  3  cases  (11). 

Earsdon  ....  8  ,,  (21). 

Seaton  Delaval  27  ,,  (72). 

Seghill  ....  4  ,,  (16). 

Seaton  Delaval  again  had  the  highest  incidence  as  was  the  case 
with  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  cases  of  both  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 
Fever  occurred  amongst  children  of  school  age. 

The  most  certain  method  of  differentiating  Diphtheria  from 
other  forms  of  sore  throat  is  by  means  of  taking  a  “  swab  ”  from 
the  throat  ;  during  the  year  94  “  swabs  ”  were  submitted  to  the 
Laboratory  and  of  them  11  proved  positive  for  Diphtheria. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  medical  men  practising  in  the  district 
for  the  ready  way  in  which  they  have  assisted  in  the  detection 
of  carriers  by  swabbing  the  contacts  of  actual  cases  ;  some  oT  the 
cases  notified  were  only  “  carriers  ”  but  were  admitted  to  hos¬ 
pital  and  detained  until  repeated  “  swabs  ”  proved  negative. 

Three  of  the  patients  admitted  to  hospital  had  been  immunised 
but  they  were  all  very  mild  cases. 

In  June,  1937  free  immunisation  was  again  offered  to  all 
school  children  below  the  age  of  10  years  but  the  response  was  not 
so  good  as  in  1936  when  920  children  were  treated. 
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153  individuals  received  the  injection,  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Cramlington  ....  40  children. 

Earsdon  ....  63  children. 

Seaton  Delaval  30  children. 

Seghill  ....  20  children. 

In  addition  9  children  below  school  age  were  immunised,  4  at 
the  Cramlington  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and  5  at  Shiremoor. 

Supplies  of  the  immunising  agent  are  kept  in  hand  and  are 
available  at  any  time  to  any  of  the  general  practitioners  on  request. 

Ample  supplies  of  anti-toxin  are  also  available  for  preliminary 
treatment  of  actual  or  suspected  cases  before  removal  to  hospital. 

PARATYPHOID  FEVER. — One  suspected  case  was  notified 
and  removed  to  Walker  Gate  Hospital  where  she  died.  The 
diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  as  she  died  of  Encephalitis. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. — 1  (3)  case  was  notified  and  nursed 
at  home  where  she  made  a  complete  recovery. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. — There  were  no  (2)  cases. 

PNEUMONIA. — 16  (22)  cases  were  notified  but  many  cases 
escaped  notification  as  there  were  18  (11)  deaths  registered  ;  the 
reasons  for  this  are  (a)  that  the  disease  frequently  runs  a  very 
rapid  course,  (b)  that  many  of  the  patients  die  in  hospitals  outside 
the  district. 

No  patient  can,  however,  be  admitted  to  the  Newcastle  General 
Hospital  under  the  special  arrangements  unless  previously  notified 
— no  such  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 

ERYSIPELAS. — 16  (11)  cases  occurred  and  were  all  treated  at 
home  ;  there  were  no  deaths. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER. — 1  (3)  case  was  reported.  The 
patient  was  admitted  to  Walker  Gate  Hospital  where  he  died  but 
from  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

No  cases  of  SMALL  POX  or  ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA 
were  notified  during  the  year. 

With  regard  to  the  control  of  Infectious  Diseases  generally 
it  should  be  noted  that  during  epidemic  periods  the  schools  were 
fumigated  as  required  and  library  books  which  had  been  used  by 
actual  cases  destroyed. 
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Tuberculosis. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  150  cases  on  the 
Register;  of  these  113  cases  had  been  certified  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  37  from  “  other  forms  ”  of  the  disease. 


35  (31)  new  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  and  20  (21) 
deaths  occurred  ;  details  are  given  in  the  subjoined  table  : — 


Age  Periods. 

Nkw  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

EToii- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Re  spiratory. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

— 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

10 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25 

3 

2 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

35 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

45 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

55 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

14 

11 

6 

4 

9 

8 

2 

1 

The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  was  m72  (’74)  per 
1,000  per  annum— the  National  rate  for  1937  was  ■69  (-69)  per 
1,000  population. 

The  local  death  rate  for  pulmonary  cases,  only,  was  -54  ('49) 
per  thousand. 

The  deaths  were  allocated  to  the  different  areas  as  follows  : — 


Parish. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Earsdon 

4 

6  ... 

10 

Cramlington  . . . 

2  ... 

3 

Seaton  Delaval 

K 

•  •  •  C/  •  •  • 

1  ... 

6 

Seghill . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1  •  •  • 

1 

10 

10  ... 

20 

10  of  the  deaths  occurred  outside  the  district  and  3  of  them 
were  never  on  the  Register. 
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During  the  year  the  notifications  in  respect  of  17  (11)  cases 
were  cancelled  as  the  patients  had  recovered  and  13  (6)  had 
removed  to  other  districts  ;  thus  the  total  number  of  patients  on  the 
Register  was  127  (150)  comprising  95  (113)  pulmonary  and  32 
(37)  non-pulmonary  cases. 

Institutional  Treatment. 

14  (26)  patients,  5  male  and  9  female,  were  admitted  to  Wooley 
Sanatorium  and  9  patients,  3  male  and  6  female,  were  discharged. 

10  (21)  patients,  4  male  and  6  female,  of  whom  2  were  suffering 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  were  admitted  to  Stannington 
Sanatorium  and  6  (12)  patients,  3  male  and  3  female,  were  dis¬ 
charged. 

7(11)  patients,  2  male  and  5  female,  were  admitted  to  Preston 
Hospital  and  4  (4)  patients,  1  male  and  3  females,  were  discharged  ; 
all  except  2  were  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

As  an  aid  to  diagnosis,  55  specimens  of  sputum  were  submitted 
by  medical  men  practising  in  the  area  to  the  County  Laboratory 
and  15  of  them  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

150  (80)  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory — of  these  15  (9)  were 
found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

In  each  case  the  sale  of  the  infected  milk  was  stopped,  the 
herd  was  examined  by  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  and  the 
affected  cow  slaughtered. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  of  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under  Section 
62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.) 

Venereal  Diseases. 

As  these  diseases  are  not  notifiable,  except  Ophthalmia  Neon¬ 
atorum,  it  is  impossible  to  give  the  number  of  cases  which  occurred 
but  it  is  believed  that  the  incidence  was  very  slight. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Syphilis  ;  1  case  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  was  notified  and  admitted  to  hospital. 
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General. 

During  1937  there  was  a  definite  decline  in  the  birth  rate 
which  was  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  ;  the  death  rate 
was  exactly  the  same  as  in  1936  and  again  was  higher  than  the 
National  death  rate. 

There  was  however  a  very  welcome  drop  in  the  number  of 
Infant  Deaths  ”  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  lower  than 
for  England  and  Wales. 

As  in  1936  a  very  large  number  of  houses  were  inspected  in 
connection  with  “  Slum  Clearance  ”  “  Overcrowding,”  etc.,  details 
of  which  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  :  only  123 
new  houses  were  built  and  occupied  during  1937— of  them  102 
wrere .  “  Council  Houses  ”  and  21  were  built  privately. 

In  the  near  future  more  rapid  progress  will  be  made  and  health¬ 
ier  houses  with  modern  amenities  will  be  available  for  all. 

The  marked  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  is  very  satisfactory. 

In  the  case  of  Diphtheria  some  share  in  the  improvement 
must  be  given  to  the  “  Immunisation  Campaign  ”  of  1936  when 
920  children  of  school  age  were  inoculated  apart  from  the  younger 
children  who  received  treatment  at  the  Maternity  and  Welfare 
Centres. 

There  is  still  too  much  active  tuberculosis  amongst  the  milch 
cows  but  with  the  more  thorough  inspection  of  the  herds  and  re¬ 
peated  sampling  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  it  is  hoped  that  the 
sources  of  infection  will  gradually  be  eliminated. 

As  stated  in  my  report  last  year  the  only  “  safe  milk  ”  is  that 
which  has  been  sterilised  by  heat. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  and  at  the  same  time  acknowledge  the  loyal  support 
and  assistance  which  I  have  at  all  times  received  from  Mr.  Dorin 
and  his  staff. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant., 

W.  H.  DICKINSON,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK  PLACES. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORK  PLACES. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

(11 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  . 

12 

1 

Nil. 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

5 

1 

Nil. 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Work  Places . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  pre- 

mises) 

Total  . 

17 

2 

Nil. 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORK  PLACES. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
Offences  in 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  II.  M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

respect  to 
which  Pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — * 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

f  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation  I  unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(  not  separate  for  sexes  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  101) 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and  offences 
under  the  sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order  1921) 

Total... 

2 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

•Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1901  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE 

SEATON  VALLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


Year  ended  3 1st  December,  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Seaton  Valley  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1937. 


Statistics. 

The  area  is  12,459  acres  in  area,  with  an  estimated  popu¬ 
lation  of  27,700.  There  are  approximately  7,497  houses. 

Water  Supply. 

The  area  is  supplied  with  water  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Tyne¬ 
mouth  Corporation  and  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Company,  and  is  distributed  through  your  own  mains. 

As  reported  before,  many  houses  are  supplied  with  water 
by  means  of  stand  pipes  situated  in  the  streets,  but  as  our  Slum 
Clearance  Programme  advances  these  will  be  reduced  con¬ 
siderably. 

After  service  of  Notice,  water  supply  was  installed  in  seventy 
houses. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Treatment. 

The  sewage  from  Cramlington  area  is  dealt  with  by  means 
of  sewage  tanks  situated  at  East  Hartford,  East  Cramlington 
and  Nelson  Village.  Sewage  from  the  remainder  of  the  area 
is  discharged  into  the  sea  through  the  Brierdene  outfall  sewer 
and  the  Seaton  Valley  Joint  Outfall  Sewer. 

717  yards  of  new  drains  to  private  buildings  were  laid  and 
tested. 


Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

From  January  to  the  end  of  May,  part  of  Cramlington  area 
was  scavenged  by  contract,  and  the  remainder  of  the  district 
by  direct  labour. 

In  February,  I  presented  a  special  report  on  scavenging, 
and  subsequently  you  decided  to  terminate  the  contracts  at  the 
end  of  May  and  to  scavenge  the  whole  of  the  area  by  direct 
labour. 

Two  horses,  carts  and  harness  were  sold  for  £74,  and  a  Thorny- 
croft  Refuse  Collector  purchased  for  £503.  As  from  the  1st 
June,  the  area  was  scavenged  by  four  motor  vehicles  and  five 
horses  and  carts. 

It  was  soon  realised  that  the  refuse  collectors  could  not  cope 
with  the  houses  allotted  to  them,  and  extra  time  was  worked 
to  keep  scavenging  under  control.  This  position  existed  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  when  the  poor  quality  of  the  coal  supplied  in  parts 
of  the  area,  and  the  inclement  weather,  added  to  the  task  of 
scavenging  the  area  systematically  and  efficiently. 

Since  making  my  special  reports,  I  have  had  a  complete 
count  taken  of  the  number  of  houses,  bins,  ashpits  and  privies 
dealt  with,  and  append  the  figures  herewith.: — 

Houses.  Bins.  Ashpits.  Privies. 
By  4  motor  vehicles  6,114  ....  6,318  ....  16  ....  — 

By  5  horses  and  carts  1,465  ....  27  ....  894  ....  684 

Totals  .  7,579  ....  6,345  ....  910  ....  684 

It  should  be  understood  that  streets  such  as  Foreman’s  Row 
and  Double  Row,  where  both  bins  and  privy  pails  exist,  have  to 
be  scavenged  by  both  carts  and  motors. 
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Workmen's  wages  were  increased  by  one  halfpenny  per 
hour  in  January,  1937.  Sickness  were  prevalent  among  the 
workmen,  and  additional  labour  was  engaged  on  this  account 
and  during  holidays.  These  factors  accounted  for  extra  ex¬ 
penditure  on  scavenging. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  March,  1938,  was 
£5,370  10s.  3d.  equal  to  14s.  2d.  per  house  per  annum. 

The  estimated  amount  of  refuse  removed  was  29,228  tons, 
equal  to  3.85  tons  per  house,  and  3s.  8d.  per  ton.  The  cost  per 
collection  was  lfd. 

New  tyres  and  tubes  were  fitted  to  two  refuse  collectors  and 
minor  repairs  were  frequently  necessary.  One  Thornycroft 
vehicle  was  overhauled  and  reconditioned,  and  the  weight  re¬ 
duced  to  less  than  3  tons.  The  tax  was  reduced  accordingly 
from  £50  to  £35.  All  motor  vehicles  were  painted  red  and 
lettered  S.V.U.D.C.  Three  vehicles  were  fitted  with  20  m.p.h. 
rear  discs.  It  was  agreed  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  half  yearly 
inspections  of  the  vehicles  be  made  at  a  cost  of  15s.  per  in¬ 
spection. 

Salvage  recovered  from  the  refuse  tips  and  sold  realised 
£15  10s.  Id. 

Following  complaints  of  rats  from  Seghill  Golf  Course  Tip, 
a  rat  catcher  was  engaged  in  December  to  make  quarterly  visits 
to  all  refuse  tips  and  Hartford  Sewage  Works.  He  made  the 
first  quarterly  destruction  in  December. 

Sanitary  conveniences  are  scavenged  as  shewn  : — 

Sanitary  bins  .  Twice  per  week. 

Ash-closets  ....  ....  ....  ....  Once  per  week. 

Pail  closets  ....  ....  ....  ....  Once  per  week. 

Privy  ashpits  .  Once  in  eight  days. 

Open  ashpits  .  Once  in  eight  days. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

The  latest  survey  of  the  area  reveals  that  there  are  approx¬ 
imately  910  ashpits,  483  privies  and  201  pail  closets. 

Many  of  these  will  go  out  of  existence  as  the  Slum  Clearance 
Programme  advances,  but  until  the  necessary  sewers  and  dis¬ 
posal  works  are  available  in  parts  of  the  area,  the  greater  part 
will  remain. 


24 


The  following  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  were 
effected  during  the  year  : — 

Fat  Ox  Inn,  Holywell. — 2  privy  ashpits  abolished  and 
three  water  closets  provided. 

North  Lodge,  Backworth. — Privy  ashpit  abolished  and 
one  water  closet  provided. 

Garden  Cottage,  Backworth. — Privy  ashpit  abolished 
and  one  water  closet  provided. 

Castle  Farm,  Backworth. — Privy  ashpit  abolished  and 
one  water  closet  provided. 

Murton  Grange  Farm,  Sheremoor. — Privy  ashpit  abolished 
and  one  water  closet  provided. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

A  dust  gauge  was  purchased  and  erected  near  Backworth 
Station,  and  was  put  into  operation  on  the  1st  April.  The  con¬ 
tents  were  analysed  at  the  end  of  May,  and  the  Report  compared 
favourably  with  that  of  similar  districts. 

Acting  on  your  instructions,  no  further  analyses  have  been 
made. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  dealt  with  : — 


Disease. 

Number. 

Removals. 

Houses  Fumigated. 

Scarlet  Fever 

53 

52 

53 

Diphtheria 

42 

...  42 

42 

Para  Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

97 

96 

97 

The  premises  were  inspected  and  fumigated,  and  disinfectant 
supplied.  Several  library  books  were  destroyed. 

IVlilk  Supply. 

Farms  and  other  Premises  used  as  Dairies  ...  41 

Registered  Milk  Producers  ...  ...  ...  35 

Registered  Milk  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  68 

Number  of  cows  kept...  ...  ...  ...  376  (approx.) 
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Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  all 
licences  to  produce,  bottle  and  retail  Graded  Milk  are  issued  by 
the  Northumberland  County  Council.  Nine  licences  are  in 
force  in  this  area. 

The  following  Dealer’s  Licences  were  issued  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1937  : — Tuberculin  Tested,  2  ;  Accredited,  4  ; 
Pasteurised,  3. 

One  Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  designation  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested  Milk  was  issued. 

211  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  made,  and  47 
Informal  Notices  were  served  to  limewash,  cleanse,  remedy 
defects  and  effect  improvements.  All  were  complied  with  or 
are  receiving  attention. 

After  request,  the  following  works  were  carried  out  : — 

West  Strother  Farm,  Holywell. — Separate  dairy  ;  bottle 
washing  house  with  hot  and  cold  water  ;  covered  milk 
vessels  ;  new  floors  and  feeding  boxes  ;  concrete  stalls 
in  place  of  wood  ;  4  new  windows  ;  walls  beam-filled  ; 
new  doors  ;  water  supply  provided  to  each  stall ;  new 
drains  provided ;  privy  ashpit  converted  to  water 
carriage  system. 

Laverock  Hall  Farm,  Cramlington. — Concrete  stalls 
in  place  of  wood  ;  all  walls  beam-filled  ;  new  concrete 
to  floors  ;  new  windows  giving  sufficient  light  and  venti¬ 
lation  to  byres. 

Hall  Farm,  Cramlington. — New  roof,  windows,  ventilators, 
and  spouts  provided  to  byres. 

East  Hartford  Farm,  Cramlington. — Walls  rendered  in 
cement  and  beam-filled  ;  4  new  windows  to  byre,  giving 
sufficient  light  and  ventilation. 

2,  The  Beacon,  Cramlington. — New  dairy  and  sterilizing 

plant  provided. 

3,  The  Beacon,  Cramlington. — New  dairy  and  sterilizing 

plant  provided. 

Crowhall  Farm,  Cramlington. — Concrete  floors ;  walls 
rendered  in  cement  ;  concrete  stalls  ;  walls  beam -filled  ; 
water  laid  to  each  stall ;  additional  light  and  venti¬ 
lation  ;  new  dairy  with  facilities  for  washing,  storage 
and  cooling. 
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Castle  Farm,  Backworth. — Privy  ashpit  converted  to 
water  carriage  system. 

After  request,  improvements  to  the  following  cowsheds 
and  dairies  are  receiving  consideration  : — East  Farm,  Cram- 
lington  ;  Dam  Dykes,  Cramlington  ;  Plantation  Farm,  Cram- 
lington ;  Bassington  Farm,  Cramlington  ;  Bassington  Cottages 
Farm,  Cramlington  ;  Whitehall  Farm,  Cramlington  ;  2  and  4, 
The  Beacon,  Cramlington  ;  Murton  Grange  Farm,  Shiremoor. 

Four  Milk  Retailer’s  Certificates  and  one  Certificate  of 
Registration  of  Premises  used  as  a  Dairy  were  issued  during  the 
year. 


Milk  Samples. 

130  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  Bacteri¬ 
ological  Examination,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Milk  Produced  in  Seaton  Valley  Area. 


Milk. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Methylene 
Blue  Test. 

Coliform 

Test. 

TB. 

Present. 

S. 

u. 

S.  U. 

Ordinary 

.... 

73 

•  • « • 

35 

38 

.... 

47  26 

....  12 

Accredited 

.... 

37 

.... 

25 

12 

28  9 

....  3 

Totals 

.... 

110 

.... 

60 

50 

.... 

75  35 

....  15 

Milk  Produced  in 

Other  Areas. 

Milk. 

No.  of  Methylene 

Samples.  Blue  Test. 

Coliform 

Test. 

Bacteria 
per  ml. 

T.B. 

Present. 

s. 

u. 

S. 

u. 

S. 

Ordinary 

18 

7 

11 

.... 

11 

7 

_  _ 

....  1 

Pasteurised 

1 

_  — 

— 

.... 

— 

— 

....  1 

— 

T.T . 

1 

_  — 

1 

.... 

1 

— 

_  — 

_  _ 

Totals 

20 

....  7 

12 

12 

7 

....  1 

....  1 

A  copy  of  the  Bacteriological  Report  is  sent  to  each  Producer 
or  Retailer,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  the  production 
of  clean  milk. 

As  a  result  of  B.  Tuberculosis  being  present  in  samples  of 
milk  produced  in  this  area,  5  cows  were  slaughtered. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  the  following  factories  and  workshops  in  this  area  : — 


Boot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Printers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Painters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plumbers  and  Gasfitters  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Masons  and  Sculptors  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chemical  Food  Manufacturers  ...  ...  1 

General  Contractors  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Brickworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wagon  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fuel  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  1 
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All  are  provided  with  the  necessary  sanitary  accommodation. 

Seventeen  inspections  were  made  and  two  Informal  Notices 
served  to  cleanse  the  premises,  which  were  complied  with. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Twenty  premises  are  registered  for  the  business  of  fish  frying. 

Seventeen  inspections  were  made,  and  one  Informal  Notice 
was  served  to  remedy  defects  and  effect  structural  alterations. 
These  were  carried  out. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  and  examined  : — 
Beasts,  971  ;  Sheep,  1,560  ;  Pigs,  817  ;  Rabbits,  281. 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned,  surrendered  and  destroyed 
was  : — Beef  (Home  killed)  215J  stones  ;  Mutton  (Home-killed) 
3  stones  ;  Pork,  47 J  stones.  Six  rabbits  were  condemned  and 
destroyed. 

Regular  slaughtering  is  carried  out  on  Monday,  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  of  each  week. 

Meat  Shops. 

The  eighteen  meat  shops  in  the  area  are  frequently  inspected 
and  generally  found  in  good  order. 
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Three  verbal  notices  were  given  to  limewash  and  cleanse 
premises  which  were  complied  with. 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  fourteen  slaughter-houses  in  the  area,  ten  licensed 
and  four  registered,  all  of  which  are  privately  owned. 

677  inspections  were  made,  and  eleven  notices  were  served 
to  remedy  defects  and  cleanse  premises.  These  matters  were 
remedied. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Fifty  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  in  force  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

One  new  licence  was  issued  and  twenty  licences  renewed 
during  the  year. 

All  licences  will  expire  on  the  31st  March,  1938. 


Shops  Act,  1934. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  above  Act,  109  inspections  were  made 
of  shop  premises,  and  Informal  Notice  served  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  ....  3 


Washing  facilities  provided  .... 
Heating  provided 
Water  supply  provided 
Light  and  ventilation  provided 


4 

2 

2 

1 


Petroleum  and  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  21  Petroleum  licences  in 
force.  One  new  licence  was  issued,  and  three  cancelled  during 
the  year. 

Seventeen  Carbide  of  Calcium  licences  were  in  force.  One 
new  licence  was  issued  and  two  cancelled. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  of  the  licensed 
premises. 
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Elementary  Schools. 

There  are  eighteen  elementary  schools  in  this  area.  All  were 
fumigated  during  the  summer  vacation  and  at  different  times 
following  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

The  Roman  Catholic  School  at  Backworth  is  the  only  one  in 
the  area  with  privy  pail  closets.  It  would  be  desirable  to  have 
these  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

The  Junior  School  at  Seghill  was  inspected  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  myself,  and  we  reported  that  the  building 
is  out  of  date  and  unfit  for  its  purpose.  A  copy  of  the  Report 
was  forwarded  to  the  Northumberland  Education  Committee 
who  intimated  that  the  school  would  be  closed  in  or  about  April, 
1938. 


Public  Houses. 

Following  representations  from  me,  the  owners  of  the  following 
public  houses  improved,  or  agreed  to  improve,  the  sanitary 
accommodation 

Fat  Ox  Inn,  Holywell. — 3  water  closets  and  1  urinal  in¬ 
stalled  ;  new  drainage  system  provided  ;  2  privy  ashpits 
abolished  and  bins  provided. 

Burton  House,  Cramlington. — Separate  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  provided  for  the  sexes  ;  urinal  covered  in  and 
water  supply  provided  thereto  ;  ashpit  abolished  and 
bins  provided. 

Cannon  Inn,  Earsdon. — Improvements  in  progress. 

Phcenix  Inn,  Earsdon. — Sanction  of  Licensing  Authority 
awaited. 

Prince  Albert  Inn,  Seaton  Delaval.— Sanction  of 
Licensing  Authority  awaited. 

Cinemas. 

On  inspecting  cinemas  in  the  area  it  was  found  that  certain 
premises  did  not  have  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  for  the 
use  of  patrons.  The  following  improvements  have  been  obtained 
or  are  in  progress.: — 

Rex  Cinema,  Klondyke. — Separate  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  for  the  sexes  with  direct  access  from  the  Hall. 
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Queen’s  Hall,  Seaton  Delaval.— Works  in  progress  at 
end  of  year. 

Palace  Cinema,  Shiremoor. — Works  in  progress  at  end  of 
year. 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding. 

The  Minister  of  Health  fixed  the  1st  July,  1937,  as  the 
appointed  day  after  which  overcrowding  became  an  offence. 
From  that  date  it  was  necessary  that  all  rent  books  should  contain 
the  Permitted  Number  of  Persons  in  relation  to  the  dwelling- 
house,  and  a  summary  of  the  Provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to 
overcrowding. 

Certificates  of  Permitted  Numbers  were  issued  in  respect  of 
3,099  houses. 

It  is  not  possible  to  state  the  extent  of  overcrowding  existing 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be  re¬ 
duced  as  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  advances. 

Two  applications  for  licences  to  permit  overcrowding  were 
received,  but  you  decided  not  to  issue  these. 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  III. 

651  houses  were  inspected,  and  the  following  Clearance  Areas 
were  submitted.: — 


Area. 

Houses  Fami- 

Scheduled.  lies. 

Occu¬ 

pants. 

Houses 

Required 

d 

T-tH 

CO 

1/7,  Percy  Row  .... 

....  7  ....  7  .... 

22 

....  7 

34b  Percy  Row  and  South  Row 

....  25  ....  25  .... 

86 

....  25 

35 

Quarry  Row 

....  40  ....  43  .... 

186 

....  43 

36 

Albion  Terrace 

....  10  ....  6  .... 

39 

....  6 

37 

Cross  Row 

....  12  ....  11 

46 

....  11 

38 

Long  Row  and  Double  Row 

....  61  ....  61  .... 

249 

61 

39 

Dene  Row.... 

....  35  ....  35  .... 

127 

....  35 

40 

Camp  Terrace 

....  38  ....  38  .... 

148 

38 

41 

Double  Row 

....  3!  ....  31 . 

103 

....  31 

42 

Earsdon  Village 

....  10  ....  10  .... 

29 

....  10 

43 

Whitley  Row 

....  14  ....  14  .... 

52 

....  14 

44 

Earsdon  Grange  Cottages 

....  4  ....  4  .... 

15 

....  4 

45 

Burn  Row.... 

....  19  ....  20  .... 

84 

....  20 

46 

Double  Row,  East  Holywell 

....  19  ....  21  .... 

99 

....  21 

81 


Houses  Fami-  Occu-  Houses 


Area. 

-cheduled. 

lies. 

pants. 

Required 

47 

North  Moor  Edge 

3  .... 

4 

....  11 

....  4 

48 

Gate  Cottages 

3  .... 

3 

8 

3 

49 

Stable  Row 

16  .... 

17 

....  75 

17 

50 

Wheatridge  Row 

42  .... 

46 

181 

....  46 

51 

Pit  Cottages,  Bates  Cottages 

4  .... 

4 

11 

....  4 

52 

Hotspur  Place,  No.  1 

6  .... 

6 

12 

....  6 

53 

Hotspur  Place,  No.  2 

4  .... 

4 

6 

....  4 

54 

Blaketown 

51  .... 

51 

....  238 

....  51 

55 

Whitehead's  Buildings,  Flat  Top 

Row  and  Post  Office  Build- 

ings  .... 

38  .... 

40 

....  151 

....  40 

56 

Whitehead’s  Buildings  and 

Quarry  Row 

25  .... 

24 

112 

...  24 

57 

Ladysmith 

3  .... 

3 

15 

....  3 

58 

Station  Row  and  Station  Terrace 

16  .... 

16 

68 

....  16 

59 

Mare’s  Close 

10 

10 

...  40 

10 

60 

Old  Square,  New  Square  and  Old 

Fold . 

18  .... 

18 

....  78 

....  18 

61 

Main  Street 

4  .... 

4 

15 

....  4 

62 

Middle  Farm 

4 

4 

....  13 

....  4 

63 

West  Farm 

10 

10 

....  36 

10 

64 

North  Terrace 

12 

12 

....  40 

....  12 

65 

Blue  Row 

12 

12 

43 

12 

66 

Office  Row 

16  .... 

16 

....  57 

16 

67 

Charlton’s  Buildings 

12  .... 

12 

....  40 

12 

68 

Blue  Top  Row 

11  .... 

12 

....  49 

....  12 

69 

Terrace  Road 

46  .... 

48 

....  198 

....  48 

70 

Lamb  Street 

39  .... 

39 

135 

39 

71 

Front  Street,  Burn’s  Yard  and 

Blake  Buildings 

8  .... 

7 

....  27 

....  7 

Totals  . 

738  .... 

748 

....  2,944 

....  748 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  Fore¬ 
man’s  Row  (Clearance  Area  32)  and  Long  Row  and  Double  Row 
(Clearance  Area  38.) 
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The  following  Clearance  Areas  were  confirmed  : — 

No. 

20.  Arcot  Terrace,  Shankhouse. 

21.  Farm  Road,  High  Pit. 

22.  Hutchinson’s  Buildings  and  Tait’s  Buildings. 

23.  Amelia  Road,  Shankhouse. 

24.  Quarry  Road,  Cramlington. 

25.  South  Road,  High  Pit. 

26.  Low  Main  Place  and  Smithy  Square,  Cramlington. 

27.  Woodbine  Road,  Cramlington. 

28.  Brickyard  Cottages,  Cramlington. 

29.  “  C  ”  Pit  Cottages,  Backworth. 

30.  Havelock  Place,  Backworth. 

31.  Low  Steads  Cottages,  Backworth. 

32.  Foreman’s  Row,  Seaton  Delaval. 

33.  Brick  Row,  Seaton  Delaval. 

34a.  Percy  Row,  Seaton  Delaval. 

34b.  Percy  Row  and  South  Row,  Seaton  Delaval. 

35.  Quarry  Row,  New  Hartley. 

36.  Albion  Terrace,  Shankhouse 

37.  Cross  Row,  New  Hartley. 

38.  Long  Row  and  Double  Row,  New  Hartley. 

39.  Dene  Row,  Holywell. 

40.  Camp  Terrace,  Seaton  Delaval. 

41.  Double  Row,  Seaton  Delaval. 

42.  Earsdon  Village,  Earsdon 

43.  Whitley  Row,  Shiremoor. 

44.  Earsdon  Grange  Cottages,  Shiremoor. 

45.  Burn  Row,  East  Holywell. 

46.  Double  Row,  East  Holywell. 

47.  North  Moor  Edge,  Seaton  Delaval. 

48.  Gate  Cottages,  Seaton  Delaval. 

49.  Stable  Row,  Seaton  Delaval. 

50.  Wheatridge  Low,  Seaton  Delaval. 

The  Minister  of  Health  held  an  Inquiry  into  each  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  Clearance  Areas  : — Hutchinson’s  Buildings  and  Tait’s  Build¬ 
ings,  Seaton  Delaval  ;  Foreman’s  Row,  Seaton  Delaval  ;  Long 
Row  and  Double  Row,  Seaton  Delaval  ;  Hotspur  Place  (No.  1) 
Shiremoor  ;  Hotspur  Place  (No.  2)  Shiremoor. 
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Displaced  persons  from  84  houses  were  re-housed,  and  54 
houses  were  demolished. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Section  II. 

Forty-six  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

Lists  Nos.  7,  8,  9  and  10,  Park  Cottage  and  51,  Foreman’s 
Row,  a  total  of  52  houses,  were  submitted  under  this  Section. 

Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  27  houses  were  made. 

Displaced  persons  from  12  houses  were  re-housed,  and  3  houses 
were  demolished. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Section  IX. 

482  houses  were  inspected,  and  447  Preliminary  Notices  were 
served  to  remedy  defects  and  effect  improvements. 

Fifty-two  Notices  to  Execute  Works  were  issued,  20  were 
cancelled,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  13  had  been  complied  with. 

Five  houses  were  voluntarily  demolished  by  owners. 

Disinfestation. 

After  making  enquiries  into  the  cost  of  disinfesting  furniture 
from  houses  in  Slum  Clearance  Areas,  you  decided  in  December 
that  I  should  have  this  work  done  by  direct  labour  as  and  when 
required.  At  the  close  of  the  year  no  furniture  had  been  dis¬ 
infested. 

I  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  and  help  given  to 
me,  to  Dr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Barker  for  their  co-operation,  and 
to  my  Staff  who  have  so  ably  assisted  me  during  the  past  year. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ANTHONY  DORIN, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


June,  1938. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1937.  [Sanitary  Officers’  Order  1926,  Art.  19  (15)]. 
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HOUSING  (Consolidated)  REGULATIONS  1925. 
Tabular  Statement  as  required  by  Article  31,  for  year  1937. 


HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR— 


With  State 
assistance. 


Unaided. 


Total 


(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  98  ...  —  ...  98 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  — -  ...  96  ...  96 

1.— INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR.— 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1179 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  1248 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  482 

(6)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  482 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  697 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  “  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation ”  ...  ...  447 


2.— REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 
NOTICES— 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  its  officers  ...  105 

3.— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS— 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  &  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  “notices” 

were  served  requiring  repairs...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices — ■ 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 


B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  .  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  — 


4.—  Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  and  not 
included  above 


96 


86 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Unsound  Food. 

Surrendered. 

Seized. 

1 

Legal 

Proceedings 
and  Result 

1. 

Beef  (home  killed) 

. . .  Stones 

215J 

— 

2. 

Beef  (Imported) 

...  99 

— 

•  — 

— 

3. 

Mutton  (home  killed) 

...  99 

3 

— 

— 

4. 

Mutton  (Imported) 

...  99 

• — 

— 

— 

o. 

Pork 

...  99 

471 

— 

— 

6. 

Rabbits 

6 

— 

7. 

Poultry 

...  Lbs. 

— 

— 

8. 

F  ish 

... 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Fruit  ...  Lbs.  or  Tins/Cases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Canned  Goods 

99 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Bacon 

...  Lbs. 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Cheese 

...  99 

— 

1 

; 

— . 

13. 

Butter 

...  99 

— 

— 

14. 

Lard 

...  99 

— 

— 

— 

15. 

Other  Foods 

— 

— 

— 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 
Section  6  (1)  and  (4). 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  (registered)  in  district  ...  36. 
Approximate  number  of  cows  kept  ...  ...  ...  376. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED. 


After 
Letter  or 
Interview. 

After 

Informal 

Notice 

After 

Statutory 

Notice. 

Total. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES— 

Privies  abolished 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Privies  repaired 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Privy  Ashpits  abolished 

22 

— ■ 

— 

22 

Privy  Ashpits  roofed  or  repaired  ... 

— - 

29 

— 

29 

Pail  Closets  repaired 

— 

18 

— 

18 

Water  Closets  provided 

— 

12 

— 

12 

Water  Closets  repaired 

— • 

38 

1 

39 

Sanitary  Bins  provided 

— 

32 

— 

32 

Sanitary  Bins  renewed 

— 

124 

— 

124 

DRAINAGE— 

New  Drains  constructed 

717 

— 

— 

717  yds. 

Drains  repaired  or  re-constructed 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Additional  Gullies  provided 

— 

117 

— 

117 

Old  Gullies  replaced 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Scullery  Sinks  provided 

- — - 

83 

5 

88 

Scullery  Waste  Pipes  repaired 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Scullery  Waste  Pipes  trapped 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yards  repaired  or  re-constructed  ... 

34 

12 

46 

WATER  SUPPLY— 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued. — -Nil. 

Number  of  houses  affected. — Nil. 
New  service  provided. — Nil. 

No.  of  houses  affected. — Nil. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION. 
No  cases  detected. 
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